Male murine embryonal carcinoma cell line selectively metastatic to the ovaries and adrenals.
Developmentally pluripotent embryonal carcinoma cells were isolated from chromosomally male embryo-derived teratocarcinoma and adapted to in vitro growth without a feeder layer. The uncloned original cell line as well as clones derived from it have a tendency to selectively localize to the ovaries and adrenals upon intravenous injection into adult female mice, but only to the adrenals when injected into male mice. The overall take of injected tumor cells was lower in males and the tumors formed slower in males than in females. These findings suggest that the growth of this karyotypically male embryonal carcinoma could be under hormonal regulation.